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  Greetings Post #59, 

  Beautiful fall days, how 
long will they last?  The 
leaves are still green and 
the grass is still growing! 

  This past month has 
been a stressful one at the 
Post for everyone.  First 
our bartender Jean had 
brain surgery and is still 
recuperating.  Then our 
dear Comrade John 
Christopherson passed on 
from a stroke.  Third and I 
hope this ends, Comrade 
Patrick Nowlin got hit by a 
car in front of the Post 
coming to our Monday 
night meeting.  These 
people are and will be 
missed, not only for their 
being but also for all the 
contributing they have 
done for years at our Post. 

  Jean is a great bartender 
and we are waiting 
patiently for her to become 
well and be able to come 
back.  John has been a 
part of our Post for many 

years and was a great 
cook for us as well as 
helping out on different 
projects around the Post.  
Patrick was a generous 
contributor for the Post 
as well as the 
community.  He and I 
became good friends 
and I will miss him dearly 
as I will John.  Keep Jean 
in your prayers as well as 
the families who lost their 
love ones. 

  On a better note, our 
Grand Opening for the 
Memorial Park was 
attended well in spite of 
the weather on Oct. 14.  
A huge thank you goes 
out to Oscar and Shirley 
Linnerud.  We could not 
have done all this without 
your generosity.  
Secondly, we all thank 
Duane Broughton for his 
leadership as well as 
everyone involved 
including the people who 
generously donated to 
this project.  Who would 
ever think we could 
accomplish all this in 
three years. 

  While reading the paper 
one Sunday there was 

an article about a 5 year 
old girl in Portage who is 
saving soda and beer tabs 
to get into the Guinness 
Book of Records by Feb. 
2018 for saving the largest 
amount recorded to beat a 
record already met.  I am 
asking all of our Post 
members and your friends 
to save them and bring 
them to the Post.  When 
she meets her goal the 
tabs will go to the Ronald 
McDonald House. 

Until next month, be safe 
and rake those leaves!!   

Thank you all volunteers, 

Commander Sonny 

 

 

Hall Rentals 

Call  

Linda Swangstu 

608.873.9428 

Or email:  

hemirt2017 

@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Monthly 

Post Meeting 

Schedule 

  

          Legion 
 2nd Monday 
    7:00 pm 

 
   Auxiliary 
2nd Monday 
    6:30 pm 

 
Sons of the           

American Legion 
2nd Wednesday                           

7:00 pm 
 

Meetings are 
held at the Post. 

All members 
are encouraged 

to attend.  
 

tel:608-873-9428
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

“The LORD is my strength and my 
shield; My heart trusts in Him, and I 
am helped; Therefore, my heart 
exults, and with my song I shall 
thank Him.”   

                            Psalm 28:7    

Auxiliary Members: If you 

know of anyone who is hospitalized, 

or in need, please contact Lynn 

Robertson at 608.692.6321. 

 

AMERICAN LEGION BAR 
803 NORTH PAGE STREET – STOUGHTON, WI 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Bar Open to Serve You: Tuesday - Sunday 

➢ Tuesday: 11:00am – 3:00pm 

➢ Wednesday: Open at 3:00pm  

➢ Thursday: Open at 3:00pm  

➢ Friday: Open at 3:00 

➢ Saturday: Open at Noon 

➢ Sunday: Open at 11:30am  

 

TUESDAY IS TACO TUESDAY 

2/ $4.00 – Open at 11:00am 

 

WEDNESDAY IS LADIES NIGHT 

$.50 off any Ladies Drinks 

 

THURSDAY IS THIRSTY THURSDAY 

Bud Light or Miller Light Taps 

12oz.- $1.00 / 16oz.- $1.50 

 

FRIDAY IS OUR FISH FRY 

5:00 – 8:00pm 

 

 

   
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Nov.10th - Marine Corps Birthday (1775) 
Nov.10th- Dean’s Blue Country   6:00-9:00pm 

Nov.11th- Veterans Day 

Nov.11th - Swiss Steak Dinner (SAL) @ 5:00pm 

Nov.11th- Brett Peterson    7:00-10:00pm 

Nov.19th- Breakfast – 7:30-11:30am 

Nov.24th- Jackie Marie w/Frank James  6:00-9:00pm 

Nov.23rd- THANKSGIVING 

Nov.26th- Country Jam w/Mikey Fuss  2:00-6:00pm 

 

For Upcoming Legion Entertainment, call the Post at 
608.205.9090 for a recorded message or go to post59.us and 

click on the Upcoming Events tab. 

As always, there is no cover charge for Legion Entertainment 

 
EVENT PRICING 

Post Dinner: 6:30pm 
$11.00 

Breakfast: 7:30-11:30am 
$8.00 Adults/$4.00 Children under 10 

 

 

Membership Report 

 

  Membership Renewals have severely 
slowed this time of year. We currently have 
renewed 251 out of 377 for 66.58% so we 
still have a long way to go to reach our goal 
of 100% membership.  

  National Headquarters is still sending 
renewal notices to all members that have 
not renewed their membership as of yet. If 
you get this notice please pay your dues 
promptly. 

  Don’t forget about our more unfortunate 
members that cannot afford their annual 
dues but still want to belong to our Post. 
Please sponsor one of these members by 
paying their dues for them if you possibly 
can.  

  You can also pay on-line. We currently 
have 45 members that have taken 
advantage of this option. Last year we had 
77. It is as easy as 1-2-3. Just go to 
wilegion.org and click on renew on-line. 
Type in your member ID# and pay with a 
credit card. It’s that easy. 

 

Submitted by Bob Lloyd-Post 59 
Membership Chairman 
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  The Good, the Bad and the Ugly. 
The title of the 1967 movie 
starring Clint Eastwood could 
easily describe the roller coaster 
of emotions and the feelings of  
Sons of the American Legion 
members and many others in the 
community over the past couple 
of weeks. In no particular order 
we have suffered the loss of two 
fine men who more than earned 
the respect of those who came 
into contact with them over the 
course of their lives. John A 
Christopherson passed on 
October 5th 2017 and Patrick 
Nowlin was lost in a tragic 
accident October 9th 2017 They 
will both be missed and will leave 
us with feelings of sadness, but 
also we are grateful for having 
known them and for the 
contributions they both made to 
not only the Stoughton area 
community but also to the country 
they loved. Our condolences go 
out to their families and friends.     

  The dedication of The 
Stoughton Area Veterans 
Memorial park took place on 
Saturday October 14th, 2017, 
while the weather certainly could 
not be described as good, the 
park itself, the people involved in 
bringing it to fruition, the amazing 
volunteers that were involved at 
the dedication, and every single 
person being honored, deserve 
our admiration.  The SAL was 
honored to be involved with the 
dedication ceremony, Thank you 
to Ray Dzieciol, Todd Kittelson, 
Alan Metzler, Jim Oler, Dean 
Stenjem, Josh Stenjem, Roger 
Strandlie, and Colin Williamson 
for raising the flags of the State of                                                                                                                                 

 Wisconsin, the POW/MIA flag, and 
the flags of the VFW and American 
Legion. Also thank you to Richard 
Erbe and Richard Budden for 
assisting where needed. Additional 
thanks to several fine ladies who 
helped with Bus passenger 
assistance, Amy Hermes, Donna 
Strandlie, and Traci Williamson. 
We appreciate your help and are 
proud that you were there for the 
guests. Others that most certainly 
carried their weight were the 
Onsrud family. Larry, his mother 
Mary, and Larry’s son Chris and 
daughter Stephanie were busy at 
the Legion Post 59 cooking out and 
preparing to serve those leaving 
the dedication, should they happen 
to stop in. By all accounts, people 
did stop in and enjoy the grilled 
luncheon.                                                                                                                                                                                 
The Sons of the American Legion 
kicked off their inaugural Fall 
Candy Drive officially at the 
October meeting Wednesday 
10/11 (Unofficially the Saturday 
before…. Thanks Julie Stenjem, 
you are an incredible sales person)             

Sons of the American Legion Report 
  As I write this a little over a week 

later we have sold 179 pounds of 
Amish made Cashew Crunch 
and Chocolate covered Cashew 
Crunch. The response to our 
fundraiser has nearly met our 
expectations, and in just over a 
week left us with a dwindling 
supply. So what to do? We 
placed another order with “Candy 
Andy” and should be ready to 
offer both types again in early 
November. A limited supply 
remains available at the Legion 
while it lasts. Finally The SAL 
members will be doing Double 
duty on Veterans day, Saturday 
November 11th. We will be 
participating in the final raise the 
flag event of 2017 and we will be 
hosting a Swiss Steak Dinner at 
Legion Post 59 late that 
afternoon into early that evening. 
Please see the ad in this issue. 
We’d be honored to have you 
over for dinner.   

   Bob Hocking – Sq.59 
Commander                              
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DEDICATION OF SAVMP, OCTOBER 14, 2017   
  With an overcast sky and the threat of rain, a standing room only crowd 
observed the dedication of the Stoughton Area Veterans Memorial Park on 
Saturday, October 14.  American flags lining both Highway B and Country Club 
Road, a large U.S. flag flying from a 50' boom furnished by the Stoughton Fire 
Department, and patriotic music being played by the Stoughton High School 
Band, set the tone for this significant event honoring the Stoughton area men 
and women who have served honorably in the U.S. military. 
  Master of Ceremonies, Bud Erickson, compared the weather conditions 
today to the conditions of those servicemen and women we came to honor. 
He referred to the horrible situations endured by those Civil War veterans in 
the Andersonville prison camp, the trench and chemical warfare of WWI, the 
extreme heat and mosquitoes on those islands captured from the Japanese in 
WWII and the bitter cold and snow during the Battle of the Bulge in Europe.  
Erickson also spoke of the bitter cold at the Chosin Reservoir during the 
Korean War, the jungle warfare in Vietnam and the constant attacks by those 
involved in Afghanistan and Iraq during the War on Terror.  Erickson said that 
compared to those conditions of those we were honoring, we have it pretty 
good today.  
  Following a welcoming speech by Stoughton mayor, Donna Olson, keynote 
speaker and chairman of the project's Steering Committee, Duane Broughton, 
began by thanking the Stoughton area people for their support.  The 
$1,000,000 memorial is now complete and was paid for totally by Stoughton 
area residents. 
  Secondly, Broughton thanked Oscar and Shirley Linnerud for their donation 
of three acres of their productive cornfield upon which to build this memorial 
to our veterans -- past, present and future.  He then thanked the 10 member 
Steering Committee for their diligent work for what, three years ago, was a 
field of corn stubbles, into a veterans memorial of near perfection. 
Broughton continued that in the planning process, the following were to be the 
focus:  to honor, to educate, and to commemorate.  The memorial should 
honor all Stoughton area veterans, no matter which era they served, or which 
branch of service they served in.  The early design also included a 
commemorative area for individuals or families wishing to further remember 
their loved ones and to honor their service.  
  The wrought iron archway serves as the entryway for the entire park, and 
leads into the promenade area, which contains the six service flags, hundreds 
of pavers, and 36 benches.  Surrounding this area are twelve educational 
pillars containing 48 vignettes of significant military events pertaining to 
Stoughton and Wisconsin veterans, dating back to the Civil War up to and 
including the current Middle East campaign. 
  Broughton then spoke briefly about each vignette and then moved on to the 
Pentagon or "Honor" area, containing the black granite walls with the names 
of nearly 5,500 Stoughton area veterans.  The centerpiece, with its massive 
base contains the names of 176 servicemen who died in service to their 
country.  Within the centerpiece is a blue granite depiction of the "Folded Flag 
of Honor,” given to the surviving family members.  Atop the centerpiece rests 
a bronze eagle symbolizing America's strength, power and freedom. 
Concluding his speech, Broughton said, "God bless this memorial" and "God 
bless America." 
  The dedication ended with an invocation by Pastor Scott Geister-Jones, a 
rifle salute to Fallen Veterans by the American Legion Post 59 Honor Guard 
and the playing of "Taps" by Army veteran Brian Shimon . 
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To Subscribe to an Email version of The Legion 

Post 

  Visit post59.us and subscribe or just email         
59legionpost@gmail.com and in the subject 
line put subscribe. 

 

LEGION POST 

JOKE OF THE 
MONTH 

 

Two Marines boarded a 
quick shuttle flight out of 
Dallas, headed for Houston. 
One sat in the window seat, 
the other sat in the middle 
seat. Just before take-off, an 
Army soldier got on and took 
the aisle seat next to the two 
Marines. The Soldier kicked 
off his shoes, wiggled his 
toes and was settling in 
when the Marine in the 
window seat said, “I think I’ll 
get up and get a coke.” “No 
problem,” said the Soldier, 
“I’ll get it for you.” While he 
was gone, the Marine picked 
up the Soldier’s shoe and 
spit in it. When the Soldier 
returned with the coke, the 
Marine in the middle seat 
said, “That looks good, I 
think I’ll have one too.” 
Again, the Soldier obligingly 
went to fetch it and while he 
was gone, the Marine picked 
up the soldier’s other shoe 
and spit in it. The Soldier 
returned and they all sat 
back and enjoyed the rest of 
the short flight to Houston. 
As the plane was landing, 
the Soldier slipped his feet 
into his shoes and knew 
immediately what had 
happened. “How long must 
this go on?” the Soldier 
asked. “This fighting 
between our services? This 
hatred? This animosity? This 
spitting in shoes and peeing 
in cokes?” 
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The American 
Legion blasts NFL 
for disrespect 
The leader of the nation’s largest veterans 
organization characterized professional 
athletes and other Americans who fail to show 
respect for the national anthem as “misguided 
and ungrateful.” 

American Legion National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan lamented the politicization of 
what used to be a display of unity at NFL 
games and other sporting events throughout 
the country. 

“The American Legion is one of the original 
architects of the U.S. Flag Code,” said Rohan, 
a U.S Army veteran. “That code was produced 
by 69 patriotic, fraternal civic and military 
organizations in 1923. It included members of 
all political parties, big labor, industry, and 
minorities. The code calls on all present to 
stand at attention while the anthem is played. 
It wasn’t political when it was written and it 
shouldn’t be political today. Having a right to 
do something, does not make it the right thing 
to do. We salute Army Ranger Alejandro 
Villanueva, who stood alone respecting the 
flag as his teammates stayed in their locker 
room. NASCAR also deserves credit for their 
support of our anthem. There are many ways 
to protest, but the national anthem should be 
our moment to stand together as one UNITED 
States of America.” 

With a current membership of two million 
wartime veterans, The American 
Legion, www.legion.org, was founded in 1919 
on the four pillars of a strong national security, 
veterans affairs, Americanism, and youth 
programs. Legionnaires work for the 
betterment of their communities through nearly 
13,000 posts across the nation. 

 

Veterans Crisis Line 

  We all can take action to help prevent suicide, but many 
people don't know what they can do to support the Veteran 
or Service member in their life who is going through a difficult 
time. A simple act of kindness can help someone feel less 
alone. Suicide prevention can start with one simple act of 
support: Be There. 
  Veterans, Service members, and their loved ones can 
call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, send a text message 
to 838255, or chat online to receive free, confidential 
support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, 
even if they are not registered with VA or enrolled in VA 
health care. 
  The responders at the Veterans Crisis Line are specially 
trained and experienced in helping Veterans of all ages and 
circumstances — from those coping with mental health 
issues that were never addressed to recent Veterans dealing 
with relationships or the transition back to civilian life. 
Since its launch in 2007, the Veterans Crisis Line has 
answered nearly 2.8 million calls and initiated the dispatch 
of emergency services to callers in crisis nearly 74,000 
times. The Veterans Crisis Line anonymous online chat 
service, added in 2009, has engaged in more than 332,000 
chats. In November 2011, the Veterans Crisis Line 
introduced a text-messaging service to provide another way 
for Veterans to connect with confidential, round-the-clock 
support, and since then has responded to more than 67,000 
texts. 
  VA is working to make sure that all Veterans and their loved 
ones are aware of the Veterans Crisis Line. To reach as 
many Veterans as possible, VA is coordinating with 
communities and partner groups nationwide — including 
community-based organizations, Veterans Service 
Organizations, and local health care providers — to let 
Veterans and their loved ones know that support is available 
whenever, if ever, they need it. 
 
Act Now 

• Dial 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1 to talk to someone 
• Start a confidential online chat session 

at www.VeteransCrisisLine.net/chat 
• Send a text message to 838255 to connect to a VA 

responder 
• Take a self-check quiz 

at www.VeteransCrisisLine.net/quiz 
• If you or a Veteran you know is in crisis, find a 

facility near you 
• Visit www.MilitaryCrisisLine.net if you are Active Duty, 

Reserve, or Guard 
• Connect through chat, text, or TTY if you are deaf or 

hard of hearing 

 

http://www.legion.org/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/BeThere
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ChatTermsOfService.aspx?account=Veterans%20Chat
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ChatTermsOfService.aspx
http://www.vetselfcheck.org/
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/GetHelp/ResourceLocator.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/GetHelp/ResourceLocator.aspx
http://www.militarycrisisline.net/
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/GetHelp/Accessibility.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/GetHelp/Accessibility.aspx
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         FRIEND of the LEGION – SPONSOR of the MONTH                   
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 Post Dinner Menu  

please visit:www.post59.us/legion-post-dinner-information 

                                               Or Call 608.205.9090 

OTIS SAMPSON POST 59 
PO BOX 16 
STOUGHTON WI 53589 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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