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Hello Auxiliary Family, 
  First of all I would like to thank Linda 
Swangstu and her officers for doing a great 
job these past two years. Linda came up with 
a lot of new ideas and fund-raisers that made 
the Auxiliary successful. Thanks again Linda. 
I hope I can do as well. 
  Hi!, I’m Marlene Bierman. I am the Auxiliary 
new president.  I think most of the Legion 
and Legion Auxiliary know me and my 
husband Nick, who is a captain of the Honor 
Guard. A little about me: we have 4 children 
and 10 grandchildren. We have lived in 
Stoughton 40 years. I have been president of 
Hospital Partners (Auxiliary) for two years, 
and a member of the Stoughton Country 
Club Auxiliary and Stoughton Lioness. I have 
been chaplain of the Auxiliary for three years.    
  I have wonderful Auxiliary officers to work 
with and we seem to work well together. I  

 
invite all Auxiliary members to attend our 
meeting, which is held on the second 
Monday of the month. I would like some 
new fund-raising ideas that will keep our 
members interested and profit the 
Auxiliary. 
We need some additional people to help 
at funeral dinners or to bring food. The list 
we have is four or five years old. I know 
there are people out there that are willing 
to work but we need your name.  
Also we need members to help with Friday 
night fish fries. Kerie Hauger is in charge 
now. It would be much easier for her if 
people would volunteer because she 
wouldn’t have so much calling to do. You 
can bring a friend. Her phone number is 
209-6717.  
 
See President  page 3 

 

Greetings, 
  Election time is here again 
and I would like to thank this 
year’s officers for their service 
to our Post. Steve Grady and 
Monte Whitford will not be 
running this year. They are a 
great asset to our Post. The 
election results are not known 
as I write this article and will 
be in the next issue of the 
newsletter. At any rate, thank 
you to all that stepped up to a 
position at the Post for the new 
American Legion year. 

  We need to form a parking lot 
fund-raising committee at the 
Post. We have a long way to go 
on this as we don’t have the 
funds now. We need to come up 
with some good fund-raising 
ideas so please contact us with 
your thoughts. 
  Tom Hudkins of Skyline 
Construction has built a retaining 
wall per the city’s orders. Thank 
you Tom for getting it done in 
ample time. Vik Malling did an 
excellent job with the 
landscaping in the back of our 
new addition. 
  Saturday Meat Raffle will 
continue through the summer. 
We would like to keep people 
coming for this. Also, the Friday 
Night Fish Fry will continue all 

summer. We thank everyone 
for helping us support these 
two functions. I purchased a 
vending machine for the Post 
for snacks, candy, chips, etc. 
for $150. Some members 
have asked why and I believe 
it would be a good source of 
income. If it doesn’t work, we 
can always resell the 
machine.  
  Our Memorial Day service 
and parade had many good 
comments. We have added a 
few changes to make it more 
interesting and meaningful. 
Thank you to all that 
participated in the preparation 
and to all who attended. 
  

See Commander page 3 
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June 11 - Post elections 

June 16 - Mallards game 5:30 pm @ Post 

June 17 - Legion Breakfast – 7:00 am 

June 23 - SAL steak feed 

  4:00 pm – 7 pm with D.B. Cooper Band 

  8:00 pm – midnight  

June 26 - Legion Dinner – 6:30 pm 

June 29-30 - Garage sale 

July 4 - Independence Day 

July 7 - Country Renegades 

  8:00 pm – midnight  

July 15- Legion Breakfast – 7:00 am 

July 2 4- Legion Dinner – 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

CALENDER OF EVENTS CHAPLAINS CORNER 

 

If you know of anyone who is hospitalized, or in need,  
please contact Monte at 873-4020. 

 

 

 

Event Pricing 

Post Dinner: 6:30 pm $11.00 
 

Breakfast: 7:00-11:30 am 

 $7.00 adults, $4.00 children 

And Then It Is Winter 
 
  You know, time has a way of moving quickly and 
catching you unaware of the passing years. 
  It seems just yesterday that I was young, just 
married and embarking on my new life with my 
mate. And yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and 
I wonder where all the years went. 
  I know that I lived them all. 
  And I have glimpses of how it was back then and 
of all my hopes and dreams. But, here it is...the 
winter of my life and it catches me by surprise. How 
did I get here so fast? Where did the years go and 
where did my youth go? 
  I remember well...seeing older people through the 
years and thinking that those older people were 
years away from me and that winter was so far off 
that I could not fathom it or imagine fully what it 
would be like. But, here it is, my friends are retired 
and getting gray, they move slower and I see an 
older person now. Some are in better and some 
worse shape than me. But, I see the great change. 
Not like the ones that I remember who were young 
and vibrant but, like me, their age is beginning to 
show and we are now those older folks that we 
used to see and never thought we'd be. 
  Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a 
real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a 
treat anymore...it's mandatory! Because if I don't on 
my own free will, I just fall asleep where I sit! 
  And so, now I enter into this new season of my life 
unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss 
of strength and ability to go and do things that I wish 
I had done but never did!! 
  But, at least I know, that though the winter has 
come, and I'm not sure how long it will last. This I 
know, that when it's over, it’s over. Yes, I have 
regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done, things 
I should have done, but indeed, there are many 
things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime. 
  So, if you're not in your winter yet, let me remind 
you, that it will be here faster than you think. So, 
whatever you would like to accomplish in your life 
please do it quickly! Don't put things off too long!! 
  Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, 
as you can never be sure whether this is your winter 
or not! 
  You have no promise that you will see all the 
seasons of your life. So, live for good today and say 
all the things that you want your loved ones to 
remember and hope that they appreciate and love 
you for all the things that you have done for them in 
all the years past!! 
  Life is a gift to you. The way you live your life is 
your gift to those who come after. 
  Make it a fantastic one. 
  LIVE IT WELL!! ENJOY TODAY!!!! 
 DO SOMETHING FUN!!! BE HAPPY!!! 
 BE THANKFUL!!!!! 
 

 

 

2012 Memorial Day Parade 
Stoughton, WI 
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Commander continued from page 1 
 

This month’s volunteers of the month goes to Ken and 
Rae Stelzer. What a couple of wonderful members who 
have done so much for our Post and saved us many 
dollars. 
  This may be my last newsletter so I would like to thank 
everyone for allowing me to hold the Commander 
position the past two years. It has been rewarding for 
me. I would also like to thank my wife, Linda, for all she 
has done for the Post and supported my decisions. 
Commander Sonny 
 

President continued from page 1 

 
She needs about six people to work:  three waitresses 
and three in the kitchen, to wash dishes and help prep 
the food. If she could get six different people for a few 
weeks straight you would only have to work every two or 
three months. The more people that step up to the plate, 
the fewer times you have to work. Most of the people 
that have been helping have been doing it for a year or 
more and are getting burned out. Everyone says this is 
one of the best fish fries around, so let’s keep it going. 
The Post plans on keeping it going during the summer. 
The hours are 5:00 pm-8:00 pm. 

 I would like to thank everyone that helped distribute 
poppies and donated their time. I know it was a busy 
weekend; also to everyone who helped with the 
Memorial Day parade—especially Lisa Olson, who 
created the program and correspondence to the guests, 
participants, and next of kin. Julie Nygaard did a 
wonderful job singing and coordinating the Kegonsa 
children in singing the Pledge of Allegiance. Also, thanks 
to Ashley and Lexie Liddicoat our Poppy Princesses.  
How cute they are!  
  Remember our garage sale, June 29-30, behind the 
Post in Patrick Nowlan’s garage. Please drop off your 
items on Thursday, June 28 from 8:00 am-4:00 pm at 
the yellow garage behind the Post. Please price your 
items because this will be very time consuming for us to 
do. We need volunteers, especially on Thursday, June 
28, to help arrange items to sell on the tables and help 
the costumers. Please call Linda, 873-9428 or Marlene, 
873-7397. 
  Remember to contact Julie Nygaard if you want to book 
the Legion for any reason. She is taking over for Linda 
who has been doing since our Post opened. 
  President Marlene 
 

 

 

  

Carl Sampson (center) with Julie Nygaard and Bud 
Erickson during 2012 Memorial Day ceremony at the Mandt 

Center 

 

Purple Heart honorees 2012 Memorial Day ceremony 
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AMERICAN LEGION BAR 
803 N. Page St.  Stoughton, WI 

 

Open to the Public 
 

Bar open to serve you Wednesday - Sunday 
 

Wednesday & Thursday: 3:00 pm or later 
Friday: 3 – 10 pm or later 

Saturday: Noon – 10 pm or later 
Sunday: 11:30 am – 6 pm or later 

 
Wednesday Ladies Night 
$.50 off any Ladies drinks 

 
 

 
  

MEMBERSHIP 

 
 No report this month. 
 
Dennis Rodenkirch 
608-438-8768 
 

 

  A special Thank You goes out to Bud Erickson, 
for a job well done with the 3rd annual Vidalia 
Onion sale. Great job! 
  A shout out also goes to Pat Nowlin and Thank 
You for the use of his garage, again, for the 
onion sale. 
Thank You to Julie Nygaard for stepping up and 
taking over the hall rental duties and also to 
Steve and Kari Hauger for taking over the Friday 
Fish Fry duties. Volunteering gives one a sense 
of added accomplishment in one’s life and it can 
be fun and rewarding. 
  Having said that, volunteers, step up to the 
plate and find that same sense of added 
accomplishment, and we will, definitely, put your 
talents to work. All it takes is one tiny step at a 
time. So come on and join the fun!  
Jim Oler 
Finance Officer 
 
 
 
 
 

  The following letter was sent to the Memorial Day 
Committee by Marshall D. Moen, a high school classmate of 
Carl Sampson. Marshall's idea was to present Carl with the 
book titled "Killing Lincoln" at the Memorial Day Ceremony as 
a tribute for Carl's 67 years of reciting the Gettysburg 
Address at our ceremony. This year marked Carl's 68th 
consecutive year.   Marshall Moen stated that Carl was 
always infatuated with the life of Abraham Lincoln. The book 
"Killing Lincoln" chronicled the days and events leading up to 
his death and Marshall was sure Carl would love the book.  

  The Memorial Day Committee was thrilled to obtain the 
book and do the tribute presentation. 

  Bud Erickson read the following letter and Bob Lloyd 
presented Carl with the book.  

There are no words that can adequately express our 
gratitude for Carl's contribution to the Stoughton Community, 
its veterans, and our Memorial Day Ceremony. Carl, Thank 
You! 

Friend Carl, Even Better, “Culty”; 
  Long years ago, yes, very long years ago – 1940, to be 
exact: we were eighth graders in Junior High School.  (That 
Building still stands as an Historical Landmark.) 
  One day, our English Teacher gave us this Assignment: 
“Memorize every word of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.  
Your failure to do this assignment will result in 
  Repeating this Class next Fall.”  As we went to work on this 
Assignment, little did yourealize, Culty, that for the rest of 
your life, you would have a Non-Stop Devotion for 
these Important words that President Lincoln spoke in the 
heat of the Civil War. 
  For 67 years, Culty, you have stood before Stoughton 
Citizens and Veterans, to“Re-Live” Lincoln’s Address, even 
to the Degree that many “Stoughtonites” believe  
that you resemble the President in several ways. 
  Perhaps, you have spoken this Hallowed Address to more 
Audiences within this Nation, more than anyone else.  Sixty-
Seven Appearances, giving the same address is a most 
remarkable feat! 
  Today, Culty, we Salute you.  We thank you for so faithfully 
Re-Living Lincoln’s God-Inspired Words, as though these 
Words were spoken for the first time. 
  Not only is all of Stoughton grateful for your Dedication, so 
are those in our 1945 Graduation Class, and most assuredly, 
the Veterans, Past and Present in all of Stoughton.  And One 
More: President Abraham Lincoln Himself!    
  Carl Richard Sampson, you were destined to take on this 
Assignment, and how Faithfully you have Fulfilled it! 
 
 Respectfully yours,Your 1945 High School Classmate and 
Friend: 

Marshall D. Moen 
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ERVIN DENNIS ERDAHL 

Ervin Erdahl was born September 7, 1932 in Western Dane County, 
Town of Montrose. His early education consisted of attending the 
country school (Kegonsa Elementary) while living in Pleasant Springs 
Township. The family moved to Madison in 1942 and he attended 
Central High School. They returned to Pleasant Springs after three 
years and he graduated from Stoughton High School in 1950. 
  He enlisted in the Stoughton Army National Guard unit, which was 
Company I, 128th Infantry Regiment, on his 17th birthday. He had 
friends in the unit and it seemed like a good idea. After graduation he 
operated the family dairy farm. Before attending resident military 
training he completed the ten series Army Extension correspondence 
course July 15, 1952. This qualified him to be a commissioned officer 
after age 21. He graduated from the Infantry Leaders Course February 
28, 1953 at Fort Riley, Kansas. He was commissioned a second 
Lieutenant October 3, 1953. He then attended the Basic Infantry 
Officers Course April 15, 1954, Fort Benning Georgia, and the 
Associate Infantry Company Officer Course March 19, 1955, Fort 
Benning, Georgia. 
  After returning from Fort Benning he was employed by a furnace 
company in Madison. The main business of the company was replacing 
old coal fired furnaces with modern gas or oil burning units. He then 
was hired by the State Patrol and graduated from the academy in March 
1957. During the graduation ceremonies he was the recipient of the 
Commissioner’s Award for the highest scholastic attainment. While with 
the State Patrol he was certified as a Red Cross First Aid instructor and 
as a certified technician for the breathalyzers (alcohol tester) in 
southwestern Wisconsin. Erv was called many times to Fort McCoy to 
give instruction at the State Patrol Academy, for both recruit classes 
and regular officers to re-certify their skills. 
  Erv answered the call to active duty at Fort Lewis, Washington with the 
32nd Infantry Division in October 1961 for the Berlin crisis. He was 
ordered to early active duty to help with the special instructor team for 
the Officer Candidate class that was being conducted in Madison so the 
candidates could report for active duty as second lieutenants. He hand 
carried the final exams in an overnight trip to Fort Benning for grading. 
That was the only time, in all his travels, that he traveled first class at 
government expense. It was the only seat available. After reporting to 
Fort Lewis he was scheduled to attend two training courses. They were 
the Combat Operation Specialist Course at Keesler Air Force Base, 
Mississippi and the Nuclear Weapons Employment Course at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. After returning to Fort Lewis his duty assignment 
was changed to an infantry company commander and he was never 
again assigned to a position that required the above special skills. He 
was released from active duty in August of 1962. 
During October 1966 he transferred his civil service position from the 
State Patrol to the Department of Military Affairs (The Office of the 
Adjutant General) in Madison. One of the activities that required early 
attention was the requirement to send recruits to their initial tour of 
active duty. There were several hundred waiting to go and that was his 
first big project. It also required a one day trip to the Pentagon to attend 
a meeting because the system for quotas was changing. This was his 
first trip to the Pentagon and he had to learn the system to enter the 
building. Other duties soon followed, such as the military awards 
program, mobilization readiness (both state and federal), system for 
paying for drill attendance, the state safety program, the Federal 
Privacy Act, the Federal Freedom of Information Act, and personnel 
who were on active duty for the National Guard. Some programs were 
assigned to Erv initially, but transferred to another person or section 
after it was up and running. There was one special project that will be 
remembered for many years to come. The Adjutant General wanted a 
ribbon to recognize soldiers for performing state active duty at the call of 
the governor. Erv’s first design included some green stripes. He asked 
the women soldiers, who were working at the office, if they thought it 
was a good design. They were unanimous in their opinion that they 
didn’t like it as it clashed with the Army green uniform. Erv changed to 
brighter colors and the award became official for the Wisconsin National 
Guard by Permanent Order 67-1, dated 11 October 1982 as a service 
ribbon with vertical stripes of equal width of reddish-orange, gold, and 
lavender. The colors represent three Wisconsin symbols: the reddish- 

 

orange represents the robin, the gold the sugar maple, and the lavender 
the wood violet. 
  He had been assigned to several different units since his enlistment in 
Company I, 128th Infantry Regiment and the last transfer was to 
headquarters and headquarters detachment Wisconsin Army National 
Guard on December 30, 1967. He had completed the Army Command 
and General Staff Officer Course in July 1972 so he was educationally 
qualified to be promoted to Colonel. He was promoted to Colonel May 
21, 1981. A duty which came near the end of his active military career 
was as a liaison officer with the 32nd Brigade during the REFORGER 
(Return of Forces to Europe) exercise January 14-Febraury 9, 1986 
near Grafenwoher, Germany. One of his great-grandfathers was born in 
Germany and the family had not been able to locate where he was 
born. While in Germany Erv was able to make the acquaintance of a 
retired German army colonel who offered to try to determine where the 
family lived before immigrating to America. As a result of the colonel’s 
efforts, Erv and Shirley were able to drink a glass of wine in the house 
in Kindenheim where Erv’s great-great-grandmother was raised. The 
home is still owned by a family member. This was during their 1992 
vacation to Europe. Another experience was noteworthy. At the end of 
the REFORGER exercise, a group from the 32nd Brigade rode the train 
from Frankfurt to Berlin and was given a bus ride around the western 
part of the city. This included the Olympic stadium, the Berlin Wall, 
Check Point Charley, and the Russian War Memorial. Erv tried to push 
the Wall over, but he was not successful. 
  Erv was transferred to the Retired Reserve May 20, 1986 after 36 
years of service. A member of the Retired Reserve is subject to be 
called to active duty at the pleasure of the President, but personnel in 
the Reserve Personnel Center in Saint Louis, Missouri put out the word, 
“Don’t call us, we’ll call you”. 
     ATTA BOY medals that Erv earned are: 
  1. Army Achievement Medal - 1982 
  2. Army Commendation Medal - 1982 
  3. Meritorious Service Medal -1983 
  4. Legion of Merit - 1986 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Service Medals/Ribbons are: 
National Defense Service Ribbon, Army Reserve Medal, Army Reserve 
Components Achievement Medal, NCO - Professional Development 
Ribbon, Army Service Medal, Army Reserve Component Overseas 
Training Ribbon, Wisconsin National Guard Service Ribbon, Wisconsin 
National Guard Emergency Service Ribbon, Wisconsin National Guard 
Write Medal & Wisconsin National Guard Berlin Crisis Ribbon 
  Erv continued t at to work in the Adjutant General’s office as a civilian 
until retiring from state service in September 1992. In summer 1994, Erv 
was asked to run the office at Fort McCoy for the first Wisconsin 
National Guard Youth Conservation Corps session from July 30 - 
September 10, 1994. The course was for young people who had not 
done well in school. They would receive military training along with 
some conservation work. It is a benefit for the students to prepare for 
the GED and be ready to enlist in the armed forces. 
  Traveling has become a big part of Erv and Shirley’s life. Trip 
destinations included several places in the United States and several 
European countries. Many of the trips were to attend Elderhostel 
Programs. It has been a pleasure to meet distant cousins in this 
country, Norway, and Germany. Erv and Shirley (married in 1955) have 
four children, Steven, Chris, Marsha, and Susan. They have five living 
grandchildren, one deceased, and one great-granddaughter. 
  Erv is a life member of the American Legion and is proud of his 36 
years of military service in the Wisconsin National Guard. 
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Friend of the Legion, Sponsor of the Month 

 

 

 

 Local Representative 
Stoughton &  
Surrounding Area 

 

 

 

Myron Sime 
              Consultant 
Res. (608) 873-9290 

ARCHIE MONUMENTS INC 
                   Since 1865 

 

P.O. Box 10 
Watertown, WI 53094 

Main Office/Showroom 
2 Miles South of  
Watertown on Hwy. 26 
1-800-242-9519 

 

Laurie Dybevik – Pre-Planning 

Jodi Corbit, Jim Dupor, Pete Gunderson 

Dale Holzhuter, Mike Smits – Funeral Directors 

Paul Selbo, Herb Gundlach 

Larry & Sharon Ambrose – Service Assistants 
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Swiss Steak, Corn, Mashed Potatoes with Gravy, Cole Slaw and Dinner Rolls 
June 26, 6:30 PM 
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